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VAMBERV ON THE DERVISHES. Cxliii 

The President after expressing his thanks to M. Vambery for at- 
tending the meeting and answering the many questions that had been 
put to him, said he was pleased to announce that M. Vambery had 
promised to give them shortly another paper, on the subject of the 
Calmucs. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 



Feb. 28th, 1865. 

The President, De. J. Hunt, in the Chair. 
The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and confirmed. 

The names of the following gentlemen who had been elected Fel- 
lows and Local Secretaries since the last meeting were announced : — - 

Fellows. — Charles Reade, Esq. ; Thomas Moss, Esq. ; A. Hecter, 
Esq. ; H. Reginald Moore, Esq. ; Charles Nice Robertson, Esq. ; 
Robert A. Drew, Esq. ; J. William Warden, Esq. ; C. Ottley Groom 
Napier, Esq.; Commander John Murray, Esq., R.N. 

Local Secretaries. — Edward Peacock, Esq., F.S.A., North Lincoln- 
shire; E. Foxton Firby, Grewelthorpe, Ripon; Rev. E. Spooner, D.D., 
Brechin; J. M. C. Mills, Esq., Madras. 

The following presents were announced, and thanks were voted to 
the donors : — Petzholdt, Das Buch de Wilden (Dr. B. Seemann) ; 
Huxley and Hawkins, Atlas of Comparative Osteology (Do.); Wil- 
helmi, Manners and Customs of Australian Savages (Do.) ; His, Be- 
volkerung des rhatischen gebietes (the Author) ; Bible in Mpongwe 
Language (R. B. N. Walker, Esq.) ; Photographs of Africans from 
Gaboon (Do.) ; Godet, History of Bermuda (J. W. Conrad Cox, 
Esq.); Rene Descartes, Les Passions de l'Ame (Do.); Schomburgk's 
British Guiana (H. J. C. Beavan, Esq.); Irrationale of Speech, by a 
Minute Philosopher (Do.); Barber's Tour in South Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire (Do.) ; Skull from Furness Abbey (J. Morris, Esq.) ; 
Buddha and his Religion, by W. Lucas Sargant, Esq. (the Author). 

The President announced that in addition to the above presents 
the Society had received a donation of £50 from Mr. Bouverie Pusey 
for the library and museum. He proposed a separate vote of thanks 
for this donation, which was heartily accorded. 

The President said he regretted to have to state that the illus- 
trious French anthropologist, Professor Gratiolet, had died since the 
last meeting of the Society. He had received a letter announcing 
the sad event from M. Pruner-Bey, the President of the Anthropolo- 
gical Society of Paris. He was sure the Society would join with him 
and the Council in expressing their regret at the loss which their 
science had sustained by the death of Professor Gratiolet. 

The President read a portion of the letter; but when it was under- 
stood by the meeting that the portions omitted were complimentary to 
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the President and to Mr. Blake, there was a call for the whole, which 
was then read in cxtenso, as under : — 

"28, Place St. Victor, the 23d Febr., 18B5. 

" Most Excellent Sir, — I hope and wish from all my heart that 
these few lines may meet you in good health. First of all, I have to 
beg you to be kind enough to express to our honourable Society my 
warmest feelings of gratitude for the generous gifts she has favoured 
me with, viz., the two last fascicles of the Revietv and the fine transla- 
tion of Professor Vogt's memorable work. I have to thank in a double 
point of view : first of all, by the means you put kindly in my hands 
I am able to rejoice in our Society's progress and to admire free 
discussion on every object touching man on free England's soil ; and, 
secondly, such publications as yours furnish always a very large stock 
for my own information. 

"Unfortunately I have in the same time a very painful — yes, a wo- 
ful duty to fulfil. Our amiable and most eminent Fellow, Professor 
Gratiolet, has been ravished from us prematurely and unexpectedly 
amidst the most successful exertions to serve anatomical science 
generally and anthropology specially, in a most decisive way. Still, 
amidst our lamentations I must not forget to tell you, that his last 
work on the myology of anthropomorphous simise is to be published. 

"Yesterday was a very great one for my little self. M. Dupont, 
who directs, with the assistance of the Belgian government, the 
scientific exploration of the bone-cave3 in that country, was kind 
enough to submit to my inspection two very remarkable and authentic 
human skulls belonging to the period of the reindeer, which lastly has 
been palseontologically and archseologically illustrated in a classical 
way by Mr. Christy and my venerable master M. Lartet. We wanted 
only complete human skulls, and now they also are found ; and so we 
have a solid point to start from, which will us enable perhaps to find 
out the proper place for human osseous fragments belonging to epochs 
preceding and following that of the reindeer. All that I am autho- 
rised to pronounce about the mentioned skulls is, that they are not 
Aryan. It is to be expected that all details about this memorable 
discovery, in my eyes the most important made till now in European 
ethnology, shall soon be published by the endeavours of MM. 
Dupont and Van Beneden. I hope still more : there are perhaps a 
thousand caves more to be explored in Belgium ; and, as my young 
friend, a worthy disciple of our venerable M. Omalius d'Halloy, is a 
very great geological scholar, particularly in the diluvial past, I trust that 
before long we shall get by his zealous endeavours the man as he was 
at the period of the mammoth and rhinoceros. If I am authorised to 
make any induction from what I saw with my eyes till now in human 
palaeontology, how many learned professors' dreams will vanish, how 
many wild speculations will go to rest for ever ? 

" May I ask it as a favour, sir, that you may be kind enough to 
present my best regards to our worthy friend Mr. Carter Blake ? It 
is with the most cordial satisfaction that I see in the Review and else- 
where what a mighty champion of science and truth has to be ac- 
knowledged in this gentleman. 



EXHIBITION OF TWO PERUVIAN MUMMIES. cxlv 

" Finally, most excellent sir, my best, my warmest wishes for your 
prosperity; and above all for your precious health. 

"Believe me, sir, yours respectfully and truly, 

Pk.uneb.-Bey." 

The President then directed attention to two Peruvian mummies 
on the table, which had been sent by Mr. Helsby for the Society to 
purchase, but which offer, however, the Council had declined. He re- 
quested Mr. Blake to describe the mummies and their condition. 

Mr. Carter Blake said the mummies on the table were those of 
two Peruvians : one being that of a female about fourteen years 
of age, and the other that of a child. They had been brought 
from Arica on the coast of Peru, where the bodies had been pre- 
served simply by desiccation under the influence of the atmosphere, 
which in that part of Peru was remarkably dry. When first taken 
from the ground, the mummies were very dry and in a good state of 
preservation ; but they have since imbibed moisture and were in a 
state of decomposition, for which reason, he believed, they had not 
been purchased by the Council. He thought, indeed, that they could 
not be preserved above two or three months longer. This was the first 
time that such a mummy had been placed before a London society. 
Mummies were found in other parts of South America, especially 
amongst the Muyscas of New Granada, but the bodies were not gene- 
rally extended as in that on the table ; some being interred with the 
head thrust between the thighs, and in other different positions. He 
said he should take proper measurements of the body and of the skull 
and bones, with specimens of the long hair, before the mummy was 
removed ; in other respects, it was of little anthropological value. 

Mr. D. W. Nash said he should not have supposed that the atmo- 
sphere in Peru was sufficiently dry to preserve a body without artificial 
means. 

Mr. Carter Blake stated that Arica, whence the mummies came, 
is on the sea- coast, which is very arid; and that mummies had been 
also preserved by desiccation at a very high level far inland. He re- 
gretted that Mr. Bollaert was not present, as he was fully acquainted 
with the subject and had obtained similar remains. 

Dr. Seemann, who had visited Peru, said that the climate of the 
coast is excessively dry, and that sometimes no rain falls there for 
five or six years ; but there was a dense mist occasionally. In such 
a climate the bodies might be easily dried without the aid of artificial 
heat. In the South Sea Islands, where the bodies of the natives were 
preserved by desiccation, the operation was conducted over a fire. 

Mr. Carter Blake added that there were only two great races near 
Arica, the Aymaras and the so-called " Collas"; and that probably the 
mummies exhibited belonged to the former. 

[The effluvium from the larger mummy was so offensive, owing to 
its state of decomposition, that it here became necessary to remove it.] 

The following communication on human remains from Cowley, con- 
tributed by Mr. Hutchinson, was read : — 
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